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" I am, always, your respectful and devoted servant,             " THE UNKNOWN OF THE CHATEAU.'*
At the time of the first letter, when I had hesitated some time, doubtful between Madame de Maintcnon and the King, it occurred to me to suspect the Queen for a moment; but there was no possibility now of imputing to this Princess, dead and gone, the unbecoming annoyance that an unknown permitted himself to cause me,
On this occasion I chose my part resolutely; and, not wishing to busy myself any longer with these pretended friendly counsels which my pride forbade me to follow, I took these two insolent letters and burned them. This last letter, after all, spoke very truly. I remarked distinctly, in the looks and manner of the Dauphine, that ridiculous and clumsy animosity which she had taken a fancy to lavish on me.
As she was not, in my eyes, so sublime a personage, that a lady of quality might not enter into conversation with her, I approached her arm-chair with the intention of upsetting her haughtiness and pride by compelling her to speak to me before everybody*ve you away, for you are the mother of his beloved children, and he has loved you himself tenderly. However, his coldness is going to increase. Will you be sufficiently light-hearted, or sufficiently imprudent, to await on a counterscarp the rigours of December and January ?
